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Exploiting the manipulation of space and movement, the works of both artists
draw the viewer into a dialogue of substance and illusion. Sculptor Shiau Jon
Jen and photographer Lu Jun use entirely different materials, yet with a similar
sentiment create their own environments into which the viewer is persuaded
to enter and explore.

SHIAU JON JEN

Shiau’s approach to his sculpture is refreshingly architectural. His dialogue is
centered on the relationship between negative and positive space, coupled
with experimenting with ways in which a solid mass can be re-manipulated to
reflect the effect of energy flow. He works primarily with camphor wood and
marble, both of which he sources from Guilin, and the contrasting relationship
he has with both materials is reflective in his pieces. Despite the marble’s
dense and unyielding nature, Shiau works to render the rigid, static masses
infto movable, fransmutated forms. His marbles are polished, smooth, and
supple-looking. With wood, Shiau focuses on the linear, hand-carving pieces
of timber into repetitive geometric shapes, whilst simultaneously creating
geometric cuts within the shapes. These fissures and apertures force the
passage of light, flow of energy and the sightline of the viewer to be distorted
info new directions.
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Shiau Jon Jen was born in Zhanghu, Taiwan in 1954, He graduated from the
National Taiwan College of the Arts in Taiwan in 1977. He entered the
Department of Plastic Arts at the Paris Eighth University in 1986. After returning
from Paris, Shiau served as Artistic Director in Chin Pao-San and the Yuzi
Paradise project in Guilin. He joined the French Artists’ Association in 1987. In
2008, Shiau became a Visiting Professor of wood sculpture at the Central
Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing, China.

LU JUN

Lu Jun amalgamates and layers upon layers of images of ink in water, small
threads of fraced movement, to create entirely new compositions that are
environments unto themselves. His conceptual use of space is poetic and
calm, each of his works holding a sense of suspended balance. Lu Jun’s
ethereal images create poetic landscapes, which are at once historical
references to centuries of “shui mo hua” and dynamic, contemporary works.
Existing as independent and intriguingly three-dimensional compositions, they
actively demand attention. Lu Jun's deconstructs and reconstructs his almost
entirely monochrome compositions, creating erratic and disjointed flows of
energy, which hold the viewers' gaze. In essence he is also the architect of
the vistas he invents.

Lu Jun was born in Hubei province in 1962 and graduated from Wuhan
University of Technology in 1983. He has exhibited at the Pingyao International
Festival since 2005 and has also shown at the Shenzen Art Museum, Zhuhai
Museum and Macao Art Museum.
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