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The focus of the world is currently on Shanghai. We are most honored
to be able to celebrate this moment in the city's development by
presenting one of Shanghai's iconic abstract artists, Li Lei.

Li Lei has been a good friend of mine for several years now, and still his
artworks have never ceased to astonish me. | have come to know Li
Lei as a kind, distinguished, and discreet gentleman. | discovered
another side to this venerable, pivotal figure of China's contemporary
art scene upon my first visit to his studio. His works are vulnerable, and
incredibly expressive vibrations of the soul. It is immediately obvious
that the most intense feelings of the artist and the man are completely
given over to his artworks; his paintings, his sculpture, his inner life.



Li Lei's bronze series, “Fallen Angels”, encompasses the most
quintessential expression of emotion. One can feel the immediacy of
the artist’'s connection to these works, evidence of the passion in his
hands molding the clay, in every indentation and rivulet. We see the
lightness of souls, the heaviness of spirit, and the fragility of human life
and intense interaction. There is a baftle between light and dark,
between emotions and enlightenment, and between humanity and
what lies beyond.

In “Shanghai Flowers” his newest series, there seems to be a reflection
of an emotional explosion, of a new language, a liberty from his earlier
more linear, poetic works. There is a sense of tranquil abandon about
this new series, with their streaks and sprays of pure, unfettered color.
There is a rawness of energy, and a pulsating expression of emotion.

We are most honored to present Li Lei's lastest works and latest
expression.

--Elisabeth de Brabant

Background in Li Lei

Today, Li Lei is one of the pioneers of Chinese abstract art, having
begun the practice and cultivation of this genre of art in 1996. Since
then, Li Lei has forged a way for generations of artists to follow, having
successfully merged the styles of Western abstract art with the essence
of Chinese culture.

Li Lei was born in Shanghai in 1965. He travelled and spent most of his
young childhood in Northwest China (Qinghai and Gansu) as his
parents belonged to the Army. The landscapes he discovered as a
child inform many of the forms and colors in his works, as well as the
solitary landscapes of Sichuan, which he has returned to often.

Li Lei currently holds the office of the Executive Director at the
Shanghai Art Museum. He also serves as the vice-chairman of the
Shanghai Young Arfists Association and is a member of the Chinese
Artists Association. Additionally, he is the Deputy President of the
Shanghai Youth Literature and Art League, serves as Vice Executive
Director of Shanghai Oil Painting and Sculpture Institute and sits on the
Executive Council of the China Artists’ Association.



Li Lei has participated in solo exhibitions worldwide for over 20 years, in
cities such as Beijing and Shanghai, China; New York, USA; Frankfurt
and Linz, Germany; Amsterdam, Holland; and Brussels, Belgium.

Former Public Positions

General Secretary of the Shanghai Cultural Bureau Youth League, Vice
Director of the Fine Arts Section of the Mass Culture Library of Shanghai
Cultural Bureau, Vice Director of the Arts Section of the Shanghai
Municipal Administration of Culture, Radio Broadcasting, and
Television, Vice Executive Director of Shanghai Oil Painting and
Sculpture Institute

Large Atrtistic Projects Organized by Li Lei

1999 Initiated the Shanghai Youth Biennale as Vice President of the
Organization Committee and the General Secretary

2003 Founded and organized the annual art fair ART Shanghai as the
Vice President of the Organization Committee and the General
Secretary

2004 Founded and organized the biennial event Shanghai Absfract Art
Show as Art Director

2006 Presided over the organization of Shanghai Biennale as the
member of the Organization Committee, General Secretary, and Vice
Director of the Art Committee.

Publications

Shanghai Oil Painting Masters: Li Lei, published by Shanghai Bookstore
Publishing House;

Contemporary Artists of China---Li Lei: Poetic Abstract, published by
Hebei Education Press;

Contemporary Artists of China Today---Li Lei: the Far Away and the
Serene, published by Sichuan Fine Arts Press.



PRESS PREVIEW
Date: May 28, 2010
Time: 3:00 - 5:00 pm

EXHIBITION DATES
Dates: May 28 — August 15, 2010

Address: No. 299 Fuxing West Road, Shanghai 200031

RSVP
Miss Karen Hsu
karen@elisabethdebrabant.com
+86 21 6466 7428 | 6433 1344

Tues-Fri, 10a - 6:30p; Sat & Sun, 1:30 — 6:30p; Closed on Mondays
www.elisabethdebrabant.com
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