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“Duo” is the joint exhibition of the artists Xiao Hui Wang and Ma Shu Qing. These two
esteemed artists and long-time friends will exhibit their works together for the first time
in a unique 1930’s Shanghai venue, Shang Fang Garden Villa. The exhibition presents
both artists’ dialogue with the feminine. Each artist franslates this dialogue in their
particular medium—Ma Shuging through oil painfing and watercolor, and Xiao Hui
Wang through video and photography.

The partnership between artist Xiao Hui Wang and curator Elisabeth de Brabant
continues in Shang Fang Garden Villa, the venue in which Elisabeth first curated a
solo exhibition of Xiao Hui Wang in 2008.

XIAO HUI WANG

Xiao Hui Wang is a photo artist who works in various mediums, including sculpture,
video, and photography. As an author, she is known for her acclaimed
autobiography ‘My Visual Diary’. Her works have been exhibited in museums and
galleries worldwide and are collected by private and public institfutions alike.

Xiao Hui Wang's photographic works are at once intimate, sensorial, and complex.
The artist, who herself endured a radical life-changing accident, brings to her works
the essence of the soul, life and death, and the definition of the feminine. She uses
her own life-changing experiences to feed a continuing process of paradox, of social
perception, inner and outfer beauty. Her life and work are a journey which have
merited her to be considered by many the Frida Kahlo of China.

The artist’s central focus concerns the female being and the feminine essential. The
viewer becomes witness fo so much more than what is perceived at first glance. In
this exhibition, Xiao Hui Wang's versatility is demonstrated through a discourse on
eroticism and its perception, morals, feminine freedom, and China. Xiao Hui gives
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testament to her subject, the feminine--often treated as an object. She does so
through the manipulation of reality, and manipulates perception through reality itself.
Her dialogue asks us fo consider what we assume and what is not obvious.

“"Duo” presents a selection of works from the “lsolated Paradise” (2008), “Early
Temptation” (2007), “Lost Angels” (2007), “Erotic Flowers” (2003). The strength of the
images lies in their provocative qualities combined with the metaphors they evoke.

XIAO HUI WANG BIO

To date, Xiao Hui Wang has published over 40 books, mostly photo catalogues, with
famous publishing houses such as Prestel, Fischer, and Edition Braus. Her
autobiographical book “My Visual Diary” has been published over 20 tfimes and has
won important Chinese Book Prizes such as the “Shanghai Excellent Book Award”,
“National Literature of Female Authors Award” and "“Bingxin Award” (National
Literature Award).

She has been a professor at Tongji University in Shanghai since 2002. She founded the
institute “Xiao Hui Wang Art Workshop" in 2003 Tongji University and the Tongiji
International Media Art Center (TIMAC) in 2006. Concurrently, she is the art director of
"German City” in Shanghai. She is currently working with her feam on a concept for
the Chinese Theme Pavilion for the 2010 Shanghai World Expo.

Xiao Hui Wang is also active in cultural exchange between Germany and China. Her
work as a "Cultural Ambassador” led her to receiving the “German-Sino Friendship
Award” from the German Government. She was named as one of the top 50
“"Chinese who Impact the Future of the World” by the famous Hong Kong magazine
“Phoenix Life”. In 2008 she has the “Photographer of the Year Award” in China and
the “International Star Artist Award” at the Art Masters in St. Moritz.

MA SHUQING
“"What | paint is not what I see”. (Ma Shuqing)

In this exhibition Ma Shuqing has used real objects, plastic dolls, as his subject which
he translates through oil and Chinese watercolor. The dolls take on a new form and
identity. They are fransformed info abstract figures, human-like bodies that interact in
a dream-like, fantasy world. The soft palette and delicate movement of the
paintbrush creates an erotic rhythm, to which the naked bodies dance, revealing
what could be the intimate language of lovers. The spiritual and almost celestial-like
quality given to these lovers, reinforce the artists’ desire to reach for a poetic
consciousness that goes beyond superficial beauty, beyond a material world of
perfect-looking plastic dolls. There are two mediums in which the artist chooses to
approach the subject, through Chinese traditional watercolor and his very
contemporary oil paintings. Ma Shuging is known as an abstract painter and
therefore this is a breakthrough in his work.

According to Ma Shuging, “One of the reasons that painting is so difficult is that even
before we start o paint, the canvas is not blank, but filled with our projected visions of
other subjects. It is more and more difficult for us to capture and grasp something of
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our own in this vast world.” The painter seeks to express his own inner voice through his
paintings and does so by questioning himself and becoming immersed in a world of
his own. Once he reaches this state of spirit, his mind is franquil and serene. Through
this sort of meditation, he manages to paint without being influenced and
manipulated by his thoughts and preconceived ideas.

MA SHUQING BIO

Ma Shuging left home to study Fine Arts at the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts at the
age of 16.

Ma Shuging’s works have been exhibited throughout Europe and China. His painting
Marrying the Daughter was exhibited at the éth National Fine Arts Exhibition. In 1985,
he became part of a painting group in Tianjin and held group exhibitions at the
Tianjin Artists Association and at the Xi'an Artists Association. His painting Valley, was
shown in the Chinese Youth Art Exhibition, Caftle Herding was shown in the first
Chinese oil painting exhibition and won First Prize.

In the beginning of 1989, he went to live in Germany, where he majored in Painting at
the Academy of Arts in Munich. Ma Shuging then took part in a group exhibition
called "HOW TO MAKE A SEXY PAINTING”. In Munich, he had his first personal
exhibition at the Gallery of FINKEL. Later, he had several exhibitions at KLAUSLEA, a
gallery of Abstract Expressionism, to establish his personal abstract painting style and
identity.

In 1995, Ma Shuging moved to Paris in France, where he had an exhibition on YUAN
MULTIMEDIA at the Bellefoid Gallery, and a painting exhibition at the Museum of LA
MARINE. He then moved to the south of France and took part in the Art Festival in
Provence. His works were also exhibited at the Art Cenire of the Municipal
Government of Marseille, where he was awarded once again, First Prize.

-Carolina Reid

Carolina Reid is currently completing her Masters in Photojournalism at the London
College of Communications.

PRESS PREVIEW
Date: September 8, 2009
Time: 3:00 - 5:00 pm

VERNISSAGE
Date: September 8, 2009
Time: 6:00 - 9:00 pm
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RSVP
Miss Karen Hsu
karen@elisabethdebrabant.com
+86 21 6466 7428

Art Center Hours
Tues-Fri, 10a - 6:30p; Sat & Sun, 1:30 - 6:30p
Closed on Mondays

www.elisabethdebrabant.com
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