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OFISH AND CHICH

Solo exhibition of Tristan and Lidia
Elisabeth de Brabant Art Center, Shanghai
May 22 BJune 27, 2009

A tail of water and movement, of diaphanous fluidity. A m icroscopic detail and its
sensorial effect on the observer. Their video art imprints an instant in motion,
imperc eptible detail frozen to impact. Water, delicate and sensual . Their sculptures
are shapes of powerful imagery,  seeking a reaction from the viewer. Again sensorial
impact, in three dimensions.

Why fish?

Trisan and Lidia are captivated by the choreography of the simple goldfish, the
symphony of movement of fins and tails like silk pulled through water. Pop -eyed
goldfish become dancers in a ballet; flowing, sensual and beautiful. Tristan and LidiaOs
Angelfish and Goldfish are living calligraphy.

Using a creature common and yet so integral in Chinese society, the artists play with
perception. Infinitesimal details become artistic expression, a translucent tip of a fin
becomes like fine gossamer of haute couture fabric. The faintest minutiae transform
the images from figurative to abstract. The Chinese symbol of fidelity and harmony,

these aquatic creatures reflect Tristan and LidiaOs artistic collaboration.

BIOGRAPHY

Tristan and Lidia settled in Shanghai in 2004 and commenced their duet as photo -
artists. Their vision is intertwined, yet their individual approach is often contrasting.
TristanOs focus is balance and method, which compliments LidiaOs more impulsive
style. Their joint creative process is challenging and emotionally charged, yet
produces work that is aesthetically beautiful, technically strong and often
unexpected. Tristan and Lidia met in Paris in 2004.

Tristan Chapuis was born and spent the majority of his childhood in China, one of the

few blond chi Idren to be seen cycling the streets of Beijing in the 1980s. After studying
Law in Paris Tristan was drawn back into photography and back to China, and in his
early 20s spent time in Beijing contributing to ‘Pekin Scenes Vues’, a photographic
record of th e rapidly changing cityscape of Beijing. Upon returning to Paris Tristan
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studied at Les Goblains photography school, and went on to work in commercial
photography studios. He feels that photography is the best way of communicating
and sharing intimacy, and  so continues to pursue this avenue as a photo  -artist.

Born in Angola to a bohemian Spanish singer and a Portuguese businessman, Lidia
Serpa has a lways lived a very artistic life. At 18 she traveled to Paris and entered the
OundergroundO scene of artists and musicians. She has been successfully involved in
many different creative mediums, and is experienced in fresco restoration, beaux
arts, scenography and new media art. In France she is well known as a Fashion
Designer and installation artist and her cur  rent focus on photography is a culmination
and expression of her creative passio n.

PRESS PREVIEW
Date: May 20, 2009
Time: 3:00 - 5:00 pm

VIP OPENING
Date: May 21, 2009
Time: 5:30 - 8:30 pm

EXHIBITION DATES
Date: M ay 22 BJune 27, 2009

Address: No. 2 99 Fuxing West Road, Shanghai 200031

RSVP
Miss Karen Hsu
karen@elisabethdebrabant.com

Miss Nova Qiu
nova@elisabethdebrabant.com

Art Center
+86 15000207751
+86 21 6466 7428

Art Center hours: Closed on Mondays; Tues -Fri, 10a B6p; Sat & Sun, 12p B5p



