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Luo Er Qi's works are translated from a visual dictionary; this solo exhibition
presents his new decoupage works exploding in force and fusion. Like magnets,
three-dimensional figurative forms are suspended in unity. Long hand-cut figures are
mutated intfo a captured form, like a combustion of anatomy.

The artist wants the viewer fo be challenged, and his works are certainly not
easy for the eye to comprehend. This is his purpose- to lead the viewer to read and
make sense of the beauty and energy of the abstracted forms as they are in
fransition with one another.

Luo Er Qi takes inspiration from his childhood fascination with Chinese
mythology and magical forms, and combines this with his classical artistic education
and his training in Lithography. His pieces are at once spontaneous and precise, and
convey a sense of energy and motion, evoking a dreamlike quality. Luo Er Qi
describes his artistic process as one that draws him in, almost overwhelming him, with
a desire to capture and process an image in his mind unfil its spirit has become
distilled intfo an interpretation of the object’s form. In this way, Luo Er Qi's works are a
result of the infricacies in detail and form that he sees in real life franslated into his
papercut forms.

In his own words, Luo Er Qi explains his working process:

“As a fervent observer of images, | have fried every way to find and collect the
images | absorb every day even though such research and concentrated
observation can be exhausting, even driving me to sickness. But after experiencing
so much torture from overuse of my visual appetite and the strain of labor on my
eyes, the desire to “chew on” these images grows within me. After | collect and furn
over these images in my mind, | move onto the actual “reconstruction” of these
images, restoring them to their original character based on my own interpretations.
Not only do I trace the shape fto its original form; more specifically, | reveal the form
hidden in the character of the image. It is a process of digestion rather than simple
duplication.
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| use my own visual language to record the shapes that | love in every image.
Re-creation and change are inevitable during the process because | open myself to
emotion and intuition. Under such a state, when my mind is confrolled by my
subconscious, my work is seeking a purpose (to exfract the soul of the image),
making the results impossible to foretell.”

Originally frained as a painter, Luo Er Qi found inspiration and freedom in the
elaborate hand crafting of paper cutting. However, painting and drawing also
continue to inspire his working process and gives inspiration o his intferpretation of
form from a flat surface into a 3-dimensional one. The artist comments on how
painting informs his understanding of forms and reality:

“"Ancient Chinese people referred to human as “square feet, round skull”, like “round
sky, square earth”, which is an interesting angle for the east to understand the world
from. | try to express through painting my understanding of the world and my
hypothesis foward the original status of life. | wish to describe the elusive living world
with the specific drawing language. Certainly what | present is usually some shapes
being between identifiable and unknown. It is very important to me, as | am not
interested in restoring the realistic world. It is only the unknown image obtained
through art practices that can excite me.”

Luo Er Qi studied at the Shanghai Academy of Fine Arts (1998-2002), and then
went on to continue his studies in Besancon, France, a city world renowned for its Arts
and Culture (Fine Art School of Besancon, France 2003 - 2008). He has also exhibited
at Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai (2007). Luo Er Qi was first presented in the
Art center in the group show Inner Dialogue, January 2009, with a limited selection of
works. In this solo exhibition, we see his entire working ideological and artistic
development presented, from 2D oil paintings and sketches into 3D suspended
sculptures.
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